Saturday, April 19, 2003

Deuteronomy 14:1 - 15:23

Chapter 15 teaches us some things about caring for the poor.  God said to His people that the poor would always be among them, and we see that this is true in our own nation as well.


There are different ways to care for other people.  We can give with the attitude of wanting to get something back, but that is not very realistic when there are people who need help just in order to survive.  God commanded His people to give generously.  They were not to be conniving in their giving. Verse 9 refers to a situation in which a giver would resist giving because the seventh year was approaching. Every seven years all debts were cancelled. The giver might fear that he would have to forfeit any right to repayment. God said that this was wrong. Giving grudgingly was a sin. 


God said, “Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.”(vs.10)  God was not saying that giving to the poor is a tool by which to get what you want, which is the attitude of some Christian groups today. It would be more accurate to say that we are to take care of the needs of others because God is already taking care of ours. 


Giving to the poor or doing good works is part of what we do as Christ’s people. There is a dual reason for giving—so that the needs of others can be met, and so that they might see Christ in us.  Saint Paul said, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)
